FROM: Paul D, LANGEVIN

SUBJECT: SHERWOOD ' : :
Comments on Memorandum from Chief/Projest dated 8 March

(Notet It is requested that LANQEVIN's memorandum on project for distrie
bution of commercial type sets in target city be read before the following,
to clarify comments on memorandum ooncerning distribution of sets among
Indian and/or Ladrino population of isolated areas),

1, It is the opinion of SHEFWOOD that Indisn and Ladrino classes will
never be effectively reached by short wave, Thus SHERWOOD does not anticipate
successful operation in this field, Yt is doubtful, for instance, that an
inquilino family would listen to short wave broadcasts even if they ware so
fortunate as to own an expensive and high caliber short wave set. They
would listen to local music,

2, SHFRWOOD does intend to reach inquilinos indirectly. In the
regular course of clandestine buildeup programs finca owners e who
usually own ehort wave sets and might easily be sympathetic to our
argunents «- will be subtley informed that they can, through .their servants,
spread rumors beneficisl to us, Through farm house servants, the word ‘
will be spread through the countryside: "Maria says that the patron is
hearing such and such on his wonderful machine and that things are going
bad for the commies =~ and anyone who helps them."” Such indecisivie ine
formation, in the opinion of SHERWOOD, might be even more effeotive than

direct ocontact among superstititious Indiens,

3+ Another point to consider:s Are Indien end Ladrino types more
likely to spring to the aid of the governwent, against us; if they hear
only "that there's a big fight going on in the city"? If the latter is
is true the Buggested distribution of 1,000 sets would work to our detriment.

e SHERWOOD considers its plan to distribute SO sets in the capitad
area to be & vital part of D-Day broadcast plans, and naturally is concerned
with any other radic distribution plan which might Jeopardige this operation,
The distribution of such.a large number of military sets, through commercial
channels in nins isolated target areas presents a tremendous seourity. An
effort of such magnituds would of necessity be carried out by the Rufus
group, w.ere the denger of penetration is always to be considered, If this
project were blown authorities would naturally tighten up on 8ll unususl

- radio set movement, thus strating SHERWOOD's ecity distribution acheme. /

(Which requires the action o:'cu?};r one witting agent =~ and he would have /
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O know only that the sets were to be placed by a certain time, and
could be left ignorant that a panic broadsast is planned.)

Se In brief, SHERWOOD is leary of any project intended to in-
crease a general listening audience to the possible detriment of the
seperate operation to insure city audience for panic broadcest,

6, The above, of course, reflects only the viewpoint of SHERWOOD
without considering needs of P and other operations., If the project were
amended to have the 1,000 military style sets distributed on D-Day
SERERYCOD would definitely welcome such action,

7+ LANCEVIN is presently in target area, Before departare he
made request that action cn above be delayed until his return, when
he will have a clear picture of the Indian/ Ladrino set up,
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